APRIL 1, 2012— SUNDAY OF THE PASSION: PALM SUNDAY

THE Lesson: Isaiah 50:4-9a

The Lord Gop has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I
may know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by
morning he wakens — wakens my ear to listen as those who
are taught. The Lord Gobp has opened my ear, and I was not
rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those
who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the
beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord
Gob helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore
I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put
to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend
with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me. It is the Lord Gop who helps me; who
will declare me guilty?

THE PsaLm 31:9-16 In te, Domine, speravi  B.C.P. 623
9 Have mercy on me, O LoRrp, for I am in trouble; *
my eye is consumed with sorrow,
and also my throat and my belly.
10 For my life is wasted with grief,
and my years with sighing; *
my strength fails me because of affliction,
and my bones are consumed.

THE EpisTLe: Philippians 2:5-11

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who,
though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality
with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form, he humbled himself and
became obedient to the point of death — even death on a
cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the
name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

11 T have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors,

a dismay to those of my acquaintance; *
when they see me in the street they avoid me.
12 T am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; *
I am as useless as a broken pot.
13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd;
fear is all around; *
they put their heads together against me;
they plot to take my life.
14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lorp. *
I have said, “You are my God.
15 My times are in your hand; *
rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
and from those who persecute me.
16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, *
and in your loving-kindness save me””

THE PAssIoN OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MARK
is the Gospel reading for this Sunday, Year B



APRIL 8, 2012— EASTER SUNDAY

THE FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43

Peter began to speak to the gentiles: “I truly understand that
God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears
him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know
the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace
by Jesus Christ — he is the Lord of all. That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that
John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and
in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree;
but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear,
not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as wit-
nesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify
that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and
the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

THE PsaLm 118:1-2, 14-24 Confitemini Dominos
1 Give thanks to the Lorp, for he is good; *
his mercy endures for ever.
2 Let Israel now proclaim, *
“His mercy endures for ever”
14 The Lorp is my strength and my song, *
and he has become my salvation.
15 There is a sound of exultation and victory *
in the tents of the righteous:
16 “The right hand of the LorDp has triumphed! *
the right hand of the Lorbp is exalted!
the right hand of the Lorp has triumphed!”
17 I shall not die, but live, *
and declare the works of the LORD.
18 The Lord has punished me sorely, *
but he did not hand me over to death.
19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; *
I will enter them;
I will offer thanks to the Lord.
20 “This is the gate of the Lord; *
he who is righteous may enter.”
21 I'will give thanks to you, for you answered me *
and have become my salvation.
22 The same stone which the builders rejected *
has become the chief cornerstone.
23 This is the Lord’s doing, *
and it is marvelous in our eyes.
24 On this day the Lord has acted; *
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

THE SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good
news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received,
in which also you stand, through which also you are being
saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to
you — unless you have become to believe in vain. For  handed
on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received:
that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures,
and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third
day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared
to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than
five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom
are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to
James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely
born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles,
unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church
of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace
toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked
harder than any of them — though it was not I, but the grace
of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we
proclaim and so you have come to believe.

THE GOSPEL: John 20:1-18

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Mag-
dalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed
from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they
have laid him?” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went
toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to
look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go
in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb.
He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been
on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in
a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb
first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the
disciples returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside
the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she
saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been
lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him” When
she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there,
but she did not know it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why
are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be
the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell
me where you have laid him, and I will take him away” Jesus said
to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!”
(which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me,
because I have not ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers
and say to them, T am ascending to my Father and your Father, to
my God and your God” Mary Magdalene went and announced to
the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had
said these things to her.



APRIL 15, 2012— THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

THE FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart
and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any pos-
sessions, but everything they owned was held in common.
With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them
all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as
owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds
of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was
distributed to each as any had need.

THE PsaLM 133 Ecce, quam bonum!
1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, *
when brethren live together in unity!
2 It is like fine oil upon the head *
that runs down upon the beard,
3 Upon the beard of Aaron, *
and runs down upon the collar of his robe.
4 Tt is like the dew of Hermon *
that falls upon the hills of Zion.
5 For there the LoRrD has ordained the blessing: *
life for evermore.

THE SECOND READING: 1 John 1:1—2:2

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we
have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have
looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word
of life — this life was revealed, and we have seen it and tes-
tify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the
Father and was revealed to us — we declare to you what we
have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship
with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with
his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our
joy may be complete. This is the message we have heard from
him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there
is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with
him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do
what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say
that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is
not in us. My little children, I am writing these things to you
so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he
is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but
also for the sins of the whole world.

THE GOSPEL: John 20:19-31

When it was evening on the day of Resurrection, the first day
of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples
had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send
you” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they
are retained.” But Thomas (who was called the Twin ), one of
the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord” But he said to
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put
my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I
will not believe” A week later his disciples were again in the
house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do
not doubt but believe” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and
my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have come to believe” Now Jesus did many other signs in the
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.
But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus
is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing
you may have life in his name.



APRIL 22, 2012— THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

THE FIRST READING: Acts 3:12-19

When Peter saw the wonder and amazement caused by his
healing of the lame man, he addressed the people, “You Isra-
elites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us,
as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?
The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom
you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though
he had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and
Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you,
and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the
dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his
name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and
know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this
perfect health in the presence of all of you. And now, friends,
I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers.
In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the
prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and
turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”

THE PsaLMm 4 Cum invocarem

1 Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; *
you set me free when I am hard-pressed;
have mercy on me and hear my prayer.

2 “You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; *
how long will you worship dumb idols
and run after false gods?”

3 Know that the LorDp does wonders for the faithful; *
when I call upon the Lorp, he will hear me.

4 Tremble, then, and do not sin; *
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.

5 Offer the appointed sacrifices *
and put your trust in the LORD.

6 Many are saying, “Oh, that we might see better times!” *

Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O LORD.

7 You have put gladness in my heart, *

more than when grain and wine and oil increase.
8 Ilie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; *

for only you, LOrRD, make me dwell in safety.

THE SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-7

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called
children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world
does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are
God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed.
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like
him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope
in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. Everyone who
commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You
know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there
is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins
has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one
deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous,
just as he is righteous.

THE GOSPEL: Luke 24:36b-48

While the disciples were telling how they had seen Jesus risen
from the dead, Jesus himself stood among them and said to
them, “Peace be with you” They were startled and terrified, and
thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why
are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?
Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me
and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see
that I have” And when he had said this, he showed them his
hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving
and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here
to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it
and ate in their presence. Then he said to them, “These are
my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you — that
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets,
and the psalms must be fulfilled” Then he opened their minds
to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead
on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins
is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things”



APRIL 29, 2012— THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

THE FIRST READING: Acts 4: 5-12

The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all
who were of the high-priestly family. When they had made
the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what
power or by what name did you do this?” Then Peter, filled
with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and
elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed
done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man
has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the
people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good
health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you
crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is ‘the
stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the
cornerstone. There is salvation in no one else, for there is no
other name under heaven given among mortals by which we
must be saved”

THE PsaLMm 23 Dominus regit me
1 The Lord is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name'’s sake.
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of
those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lorp for
ever.

THE SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us — and
we ought to lay down our lives for one another. How does
God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and
sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? Little
children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and
action. And by this we will know that we are from the truth
and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts
condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows
everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have
boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever we
ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases
him. And this is his commandment, that we should believe
in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just
as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments
abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that
he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

THE GOSPEL: John 10:11-18

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the
shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming
and leaves the sheep and runs away — and the wolf snatches
them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because
a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the
Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my
life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this
fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice.
So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the
Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it
up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own
accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take
it up again. I have received this command from my Father”



